Improvisation Tips for Your Audition

1.  Know your F Blues Scale.   The blues scales are the basis for soloing in many jazz tunes.  In this particular background track, the scale you will use for soloing is the F Blues scale.  This progression is called the 12 Bar Blues in the key of F.  Therefore, it makes sense to use an F Blues scale over it.  If you don’t already know your F Blues scale, an entire sheet of blues scales is posted with your audition materials.  You should definitely memorize this incredibly important scale.
2. Simple is Usually Better.  If you’re new to jazz improvisation, stick to the F Blues scale for your audition.  Always remember that rhythm is way more important than notes.  Some of the best solos I’ve heard use 4 notes or less.  Don’t feel like you have to use 3 octaves of the F Blues scale - you really don’t.  Now, if you’re an experienced jazz soloist, feel free to explore your range of notes or, if you’re REALLY experienced, use one of the other several scales that could work over this progression.  However, I cannot stress this enough: IF YOU’RE NEW TO IMPROVISATION, STAY SIMPLE.
3. Practice.  If you’ve never tried improvisation, and you come in on the day of the audition unprepared, we will be able to tell.  Improvisation is not easy, by any means.  It takes lots of practice.  So sit down with your instrument at home, put on the track and practice playing around with your F Blues scale.  Past members will remember that I’ve always said that improvisation is 40% knowledge and 60% experience.  Gain some experience at home.  Come up with licks that sound cool and use them in your audition!  REMEMBER: THE BEST WAY TO LEARN IS TO PRACTICE!
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Relax.  Part of that 60% experience that I mentioned above is being able to “feel” the music.  If you get too nervous, too technical, or put too much thought into it, your solo won’t have much creativity or “soul” in it.  This is what separates an experienced soloist from a novice one.  The feeling you put into your solo should feel natural and flowing.  My advice to get that “soul” is just what I said above – Relax.  Don’t stress yourself out about soloing, or else that stress will be audible in your soloing.  RELAX.
5. Don’t be afraid to ask for help.  Past members will be able to help you with soloing - they have experience!  Andrew and Mike will be more than willing to help out too!  So call them if you need help or want more advice!
Andrew- (614) 264-4296   Mike- (614) 678-9800
